GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR

VINES BY THE BoOoOK® STUDY GUIDES

elcome to Vines By the Book®, a chapter-by-chapter study of

God’s Word. We designed this series specifically for group
Bible studies including Sunday School, disciple groups, home-cell
groups, and weekly Bible studies. In fact, any group—Ilarge or small,
from teens to adults—that possesses a focus on interpreting and
applying Scripture will benefit from these studies.

Three special features make this Bible study series stand out. First,
the studies are based upon the expositional preaching of Dr. Jerry Vines.
For half a century, Dr. Vines diligently tilled the garden of God'’s
Word and faithfully served the harvest to God’s people over which
God called him as Pastor. Twenty-four of those years he served the
28,000-member First Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Florida. Week
in and week out, Dr. Vines preached the simple truth of Scripture.
Vines By the Book® is a continuation of that rich harvest.

Second, the studies are designed to go through the entire Bible one chapter
at a time. Beginning in the New Testament, a Bible study group can
go through the entire collection of the inspired, inerrant Word of
God. Once this series is complete, the group can move on to study
the Old Testament™ as well!

Third, the focus is on the centrality of Scripture. Unfortunately, trends
today sometimes sacrifice focus on the Bible for either clever themes
or what some call “felt needs.” Dr. Vines' passion and purpose for
Vines By the Book® is anchored to the rock-solid conviction that
what the church needs today is not more programs or creative
gimmicks to get people to read their Bibles; the church needs to
simply open up the Word of God and allow the Bible to speak for
itself. The Holy Spirit promises to engage the heart as the Word is
faithfully taught.

We believe, therefore, that Vines By the Book®is a God-given
resource to assist you in your journey toward better understanding
of the Scriptures. We are excited that you have chosen to use our

study guides.

To further assist you in getting the most from these guidelines, we
offer the following tips:

TIP #1: Keep in mind the study series is chapter-by-chapter and
not verse-by-verse. We believe there are some great advantages in
studying the Bible chapter-by-chapter. First and foremost, one is

able to gain both a broad perspective of the book being studied and
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receive specific exposition of many verses within each chapter. Some
verses may only receive mention but the main focus of each chapter
is always kept at the center of the study.

TIP #2: The Bible version used is the King James Version (KJV).
We chose to retain this version not only because of its rich heritage
and matchless beauty, but also because the KJV still commands a
wide readership. However, while all the Scripture references and
quotations cited in the study guides are from the KJV, if your
group uses a translation other than the KJV, the studies will lose no
substantial benefit,

TIP #3: Always read and keep handy the Introduction to
each new study. In it, Dr. Vines offers a goldmine of background
resources about the book you are studying. Dr. Vines deals briefly
but significantly with issues such as the author’s identity, when the
book was written, to whom the book originally went, as well as other
significant characteristics of the time period. A background study is
included with every book at no extra charge with the subscription
price.

TIP #4: The format of each lesson stays essentially the same. You
won't have to be concerned about learning a new format each week.
Basically, the format looks something like this:

* Lesson Title (Book, Chapter #): Suppose you were studying
John. A title will appear for each lesson with the corresponding
chapter below it. We suggest you have an open Bible with you as
you prepare for the Bible lesson. Read the Bible chapter FIRST.

Then, move on.

* Let’s Begin: After you've read the Bible chapter for the week, read
the openingintroduction entitled Let’s Begin. Usually this will have
an interesting story or another bit of information introducing the
theme of the lesson. At the end of every Let’s Begin section there
will always be an outline of the way the chapter will develop. This
outline is the life-blood of a good presentation. It will always keep
the discussion moving along a clear direction.

* Major Divisions: Each lesson has at least two or up to five or
more major divisions (L, I, ITI, etc.). However, usually the lessons
are approximately the same length. So if a lesson has two major
divisions it will be about the same overall length as a lesson with
five major divisions.

* Wrap-up: The lesson concludes with a challenge for the Bible
study group to consider. Sometimes the challenge is evangelistic;
sometimes the challenge is toward Christian believers. The Bible
itself will determine the flow of the Wrap-up challenge.

TIP #5: Scattered throughout the lesson, you will notice a
shadow box entitled Reflection Connection. These tidbits usually
take the form of questions to consider or exercises to perform.

Their specific design is either the application of Scripture or group
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participation points to consider. Use them generously! If used wisely,
the Reflection Connection will generate discussion, issue challenges,
and inspire testimony from the entire group.

TIP #6: In each lesson, there is a Golden Greek Nugget by Dr.
Vines. Dr. Vines’ exegetical insights into the Greek text will build
your knowledge of the Word of God. All the comments are non-
technical and require no prior understanding of the original Greek.
Do not fail to employ this great tool in better understanding God’s

Word.

TIP #7: Try to study at least a few minutes every day. It's much
better to get a little over a longer period than a lot in a very short
time. In other words, don't try to cram all of the study guide material
into thirty minutes on Saturday night! A great way to prepare for
the lesson you'll be leading is to make the chapter you are studying
your devotional text for the week. In settings where many members
of the family will be studying the chapter, that week’s chapter may
be divided up for daily family devotions. Break up each major
heading into the corresponding verses and work your way through
the text. If you do this, there will be no need to cram on Saturday
night; you'll practically have the major divisions memorized as well
as many of the Bible verses.

TIP #8: Use your own creativity with the Vines By the Book®
studies. For example, even though the studies are written primarily
for Bible study teachers and facilitators, perhaps copies could be
made available for the entire Bible study group (just make sure
the number of copies does not exceed the subscription purchase
for your church). Or, perhaps as the Bible study group leader, you
would want to make skeleton outlines of the main headings, leaving
space for note-taking. This could be done in a format suitable for
notebooks so the study group could use their notebooks for personal
study in the future. Be creative! And if you discover an exciting way
to employ the Vines By the Book® study guides, please drop Dr.
Vines a note. He would love to hear how the study guides are being

used for the glory of God!

May the Lord Jesus bless you as we study the Word of God
together.

Peter Lumpkins
Editor, Vines By the Book®
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MATTHEW: INTRODUCTION

MINING IN ‘N‘l?JTI'HEWI A BRIEF INTRODUCTION
e

By the Book™ A Chapter by

Chapter Bible Study Series

from Jerry Vines Ministries
2295 Towne Lake Parkway
Suite 116 #249
Woodstock, GA 30189

The Vines By the Book™ Bible study series enables you
to study the New Testament in a chapter by chapter
sequence. These leaders’ guides are prepared to help
you lead Bible studies in a simple, easy to understand
manner.

The studies are not designed to cover every verse of the
chapter. Rather, their intention is to give @ summary
view of the teaching each chapter presents. / believe as
you pursue this method of Bible study, you will agree
that going through the Bible chapter by chapter remains

BY DR. JERRY VINES

Introductory Notes for the Teacher

a great way—perhaps the greatest way—to understand

God’s Word.

The Gospel of Matthew is agold mine of spiritual realities
and a great place to dig for every nugget of truth you will
need o live your life as Kingdom citizens.

As you study Matthew, may you and those you teach
enter into God's wonderful will for you—eaperiencing
Ufe with Jesus Christ as King!

Jerry Vines

Matthew: The Most Popular Gospel

Matthew
focuses on
the sermons

of Jesus.

e . ”
means “immediately”.

Matthew has been known as the “Teacher’s Gospel,” mainly because of the way
Matthew put the Gospel together. It lends itself to such a suitable format. That alone
may account for why it was the most quoted Gospel by the early Church among the
four Gospels in the New Testament.

Mark’s Gospel has Jesus on the move, swiftly flowing from place to place, “preaching
the Gospel of the Kingdom of God” (Mark 1:14-15). In Mark, the term translated

“straightway” is used 19 times—more than the other three Gospels combined. It

And while Luke’s Gospel focuses on Jesus” encounters with Gentiles and John on
the deeper meanings of Jesus' sayings, Matthew focuses on the sermons of Jesus.
Scholars call them “discourses.”

For purposes here, we'll just refer to them as His sermons. There are five. The first is
also the most well known. We usually call it “The Sermon on the Mount” (chapters
5-7). The other four are found in chapters 10, 13, 18 and 24-25 respectively.

Matthew: The Most Particular Gospel

Another important consideration as we mine the truth of Matthew’s Gospel is

the obvious Jewish overtones recorded there. For example, reference to the Old
Testament scripture in Matthew happens more frequently than in any of the other
Gospels. There are well over a fifty direct quotations from the Old Testament with
an additional seventy-five indirect references.
|
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ﬂ

In addition, Matthew stresses not only the constant fulfillment of prophesy, but
also the reign of the Messiah who comes from a Jewish lineage. This is not to say
Matthew has no focus on Gentiles. In fact, the very first worshippers who came to
Jesus were Gentiles from the East. Magi they were called (chapter 2).

Finally, what's known as the Great Commission (chapter 29:19-20) was a global
order Jesus issued to preach the Gospel to all nations because He was a Savior for
the entire human population.

Matthew: The Most Peculiar Gospel

No one would have chosen Matthew as the penman of the first record we possess
concerning the birth of God’s Son. At least, no one on earth. Here's why: Matthew
was a publican—a tax collector—Dby profession. These men stood as the most fiercely
hated people in the first century. In many cases, tax collectors were thieves and
robbers, charging enormous sums of money beyond Rome’s toll for their services.
Often times, they served under bribes given by the richest people to drive poorer
people out of business.

Also, those most patriotic to the restoration of the Jewish nation from the shackles
of Rome viewed tax collectors like Matthew as the absolute scum of the earth. They
could not understand why a Jew would sell their countrymen out for the approval of
the likes of Rome. One needs only to take a peek at the Pharisees attitude toward the
publican in the temple area about which Jesus spoke to grasp a correct understanding
of the attitude the multitudes had toward someone like Matthew (Luke 18:9-14).

Matthew: The Most Personal Challenge

Following is an outline I think will greatly benefit you as you work your way through
Matthew’s Gospel. As you do, remember Matthew is the most popular Gospel. No
Gospel was quoted more than Matthew by the early Church.

Also, recall that Matthew was the most particular of all the Gospels. That is, of
the four Gospels, Matthew focused on the Jewishness of Jesus, the Messiah, and the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Finally, as you dig your way through Matthew’s gold mine of Gospel truth, sifting
through every shovel God has for you, recall this: Matthew is undoubtedly the most
peculiar of the Gospels. God took one of society’s despicable rejects, transformed
his life, forgave his sin, made him a new man and commissioned him not only as an
Apostle but as the author of His life’s story. What an amazing God we serve! What
an amazing Gospel we study!

The Revelation of the King (Chapters 1-10)

The Rebellion against the King (Chapters 11-13)
The Retirement of the King (Chapters 14-20)
The Rejection of the King (Chapters 21-27)

The Resurrection of the King (Chapter 28)

|
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MATTHEW 4

TWIN CH%}ENGES TO CHRISTIAN FAITH

By the Book™ A Chapter by

Chapter Bible Study Series

from Jerry Vines Ministries
2295 Towne Lake Parkway
Suite 116 #249
Woodstock, GA 30189

Let’s Begin
Some people get the wrong idea
about the Christan (fe. Feeling
since they offered themselves to
Christ in full surrender and in
good faith, in return, God perhaps
has obligated Himself to protect
them from pain and suffering on
the one hand, as well as hard and

difficult challenges on the other.

Today's lesson from Mathew 4
will correct these inadequate ideas
by showing that the Christian life
Jaces both brawny tests and bold
challenges, and that only the
presence of God in the Christian’s
lfe can promise victory.

One of the first lessons we learn
is that the greatest triumphs are
ofien followed by the greatest
temptations. 1his was true of Jesus
as we soon shall see. It is also true
of us. As we study Matthew 4, let’s

examine:

I. Satan Confronts Us to
Shatter Our Faith
(vv. 1-11)

II. Our Savior Calls Us to
Share Our Faith
(vv. 12-25)

BY DR. JERRY VINES

I. Satan Confronts Us to Shatter Our Faith (vv. 1-11)

We find in these opening verses of chapter 4 an encounter Jesus had with the
Prince of Darkness. Let’s be very clear: the Devil is a real personality. Jesus was
not speaking to a principle of evil when he was in the desert. He was speaking to
Satan. Note also that the Devil is very bold. If he is not afraid to confront Jesus,
the Son of God, do you think for a moment he hesitates to confront us?

There is a striking contrast between Adam in the Garden of Eden and Jesus
in the wilderness. The Garden was a beautiful paradise; the wilderness just
barren property. In the Garden, Adam
collapsed but in the wilderness Jesus
conquered. The Garden saw rebellion
against the Lord; the wilderness saw

Note that
the Devil is
very bold.

resistance against Lucifer. Adam lost and
death reigned; Jesus won and life was
restored.

First, lets look closely at the setting (vv.

1-2). Matthew brings to the forefront

the role of the Holy Spirit when Jesus is encountered by the tempter (v. 1).
Note that Jesus was “led” by the Spirit to the wilderness. Mark's Gospel uses
an even stronger term—the Spirit ‘driveth” Jesus into the wilderness (1:12).
This was not a surprise to either Jesus or Heaven. God set the whole thing
up! Why? There are several reasons. First, the temptation was to demonstrate
Jesus' sinless nature. Would Jesus fold with such a direct challenge from Satan?
Secondly, God showed us through the temptation of Jesus that He understands
what we experience. Also, we were shown the sure way to victory when our own

faith comes under attack (cp. Hebrews 2:18; 4:15).

We see then the intention of the Spirit (v. 1). Now notice our Savior was
prepared (v. 2). Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights, the Bible says. Know
that this was not a static time for Jesus. The Gospels make it clear there were a
series of battles that took place during this period (Luke 4:2). Nor was this the
last time Jesus would encounter the evil one (Luke 4:13).

If we learn nothing else from this encounter Jesus had with the enemy,
we surely learn this: we need to stay close to the Lord in our own hour of
temptation. The Apostle Paul reminds us that in order to “withstand in the evil
day” we must be full of the Spirit, the Scriptures and the Savior (Ephesians 6:
10-18).

Second, let’s notice the strategy at work (vv. 3-10). Temptation should not
be considered a strange thing to us. If Jesus was tempted we should not be
surprised we also are tempted. We are not immune. But the tempter always
has as his goal to shatter our faith. Thus, we must “take heed lest we fall” (1
Corinthians 10:12).

|
Copyright 2008° Jerry Vines Ministries. All rights reserved. No portion may be altered or copied without written permission.
ey vinis For more information about this and other teaching and growth resources, contact www.jerryvines.com
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In Ephesians 6:11, Paul mentions the “wiles” of the devil. The term comes from
a Greek word that gives us our English word “strategy”. Satan is evil but be is

Reflection Connection

What is the first thing you think no fool. He employs the most scientific means to shatter our faith and ruin our
about when you think about witness. Matthew 4:3-10 clearly lays out for us his consistent strategies he uses
‘temptation”? Do you think it is against us.

possible to live above tempta-
tion? Why or why not?

First, Satan appeals to our physical needs (vv. 3-4). Commanding stone to
become bread was no real challenge to Jesus” power (v. 3). He could have easily
done so. Later He would feed thousands through a miraculous increase of bread,
not to mention turn water to fresh wine at a wedding celebration. The challenge
to Jesus was to employ His miraculous powers to gratify His bodily appetites.
Of course, there’s nothing wrong with fulfilling our basic hungers—especially
if those hungers are legitimate as was the case with Jesus. Being weak from

fasting, Jesus’ fatigue could have used such nourishment that bread could offer.

Not for a moment can we believe Satan

Sﬂtﬂ” hdd il/l had the interests of Jesus in mind when

e suggested Jesus perform such a miracle.

m i )71 dﬁ A Rather it was surely a trick to plant in Jesus

a seed of doubt—“if thou be the Son of

] eSius tO f ulﬁll God”—similar, in fact, to his temptation

to doubt be planted in Eve: “Yea, bath God

a norI/qul said...” (Genesis 3:1).

In addition, Satan had in mind for Jesus

deS ire in 6ll/l to fulfill normal desire in an abnormal

way. How often are we confronted with

a bn0rm&l l the temptation to do the very same thing?
Whether it’s fulfilling our bodily cravings

W&l y. with unhealthy food, drink, drugs or sex,
Satan’s strategy bas not changed in two

thousand years! If the physical is all there is, we are, in the end, no more than

Reflection Connection

Why do you think Adam and
Eve were tempted in the Gar-
den of Eden? Remind the class
that neither Adam nor Eve
possessed a sin nature. There-
fore, to suggest it was because of
their “weakness” may not be a
solid response.

brute beasts.

For the believer, the question is, do we, without hesitation, believe God to
provide for us? It's about God’s provision. Jesus knew His Heavenly Father
would not allow Him to lack bread when the time came when He must eat.
In addition, Jesus employed the word of God against the enemy to bolster His
total trust in the Father: “it is written’, Jesus insisted, “Man shall not live by
bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (v.
4). It’s better to obey God’s Word than to satisfy physical desires; better to be
hungry than to get out of God'’s will.

Second, Satan appeals to our emotional needs (vv. 5-7). The devil takes Jesus
up to the pinnacle of the Temple (v. 5). It was 450 feet straight down to the
Kidron Valley. The challenge Satan offered to our Savior was to “cast thyself
down” basing such challenge on the Bible (cp. Psalm 91:11-12). Satan spoke
Scripture! But Jesus did not break at Satan’s bark. Instead, Jesus Himself quoted
from Scripture.

We learn several things about the nature of temptation from Jesus’ encounter
here. We first learn that Satan can persuade you to sin but be cannot push you
to sin. If you jump, you jump on your own. Also we learn that Satan plays on

1
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MATTHEW 4 Pa%e3of5

the human desire for acceptance. Jesus was about thirty years old and had even
been proclaimed to be the Messiah by John the Baptist, but was relatively an
unknown with no disciples. Acclamation can get us to do a lot of things. Satan

Reflection Connection

Jesus was tempted in the desert
by Satan. Do you think Satan
tempts us directly or does he
assign ‘demons” to do his dirty
work? Explain. True or False:
Satan is a personal being. Why
or why not?

thought Jesus might go for the overnight success He would have become if God
rescued Him from falling to His death. All He had to do was jump. God would
do the rest. He would have to rescue Jesus since He was the Messiah!

In addition, this was a sort of “in your face” temptation for God to prove His
love for Jesus. This is another thing we learn here: a fine line exists between
trusting God and testing God. Jesus knew the difference well, which is why He
did not test the Father’s love for Him because He trusted the Father’s word to
Him. In our time of weakness, Satan appeals to our emotional needs. Yet we
should never listen to Satan, even if he quotes the Bible! We can be sure it's
always a half-truth taken out of context.

Third, Satan appeals to our spiritual needs (vv. 8-10). When Satan first tempts
us, there is a good chance he comes to us in his best suit. With Jesus, he first
came as the compassionate friend, concerned that Jesus was going hungry and
needed nourishment. It did not work. Then he came as one offering to help Jesus
gain public acceptance as the long-awaited Jewish Messiah. It did not work.

Frustrated, Satan then takes his mask off and his depraved ugliness is completely
exposed. He escorts Jesus to the highest peak around, “and sheweth him all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them,” promising Jesus “these things will
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”

The Devil was offering Jesus his best deal. Some question whether it was the
Devil’s to give. According to Scripture, the Devil is the “Prince of this world”
(John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Ephesians 2:2). Would the Devil have followed
through had Jesus shook hands? Of course not! Satan promises to deliver
anything we desire but he deceives us in every deal we make. And here was
no different. The Devil had an insatiable appetite to be deity. He wanted to be
enthroned as God. He would say yes to anything if he thought God’s Messiah

would bow His knee to him.

Thus, he said “if thou wilt fall down and worship me” (v. 9). When the Devil
delivered that request, Jesus had had enough: “Get thee behind me, Satan”! (v.
10) Jesus did not find sin attractive. Instead it was repulsive to Him. To the devil,
Jesus again quoted Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:13). God is and must be supreme
in all of life. Idolatry in any form is blasphemous to the core.

Reflection Connection

Is temptation sin? If not, when
does it become sin? Why would
Jesus have a conversation with
the devil? Should we? What
would be something we could
say to him? What did Jesus
speak to him?

After the temptation, there was not only relief from the adversary but also
refreshment from angels (v. 11; compare Luke 4:13; 1 Peter 5:8). Victory came
to Jesus. It comes to us when we resist as did our Lord (1 Corinthians 10:13).

I1. Our Savior Calls Us to Share Our Faith (vv. 12-25)

The remaining verses in Matthew 4 summarize the Lord’s ministry in Galilee.
Matthew makes clear for us the places Jesus went, the people Jesus called, and
the power Jesus displayed. The anointing of the Spirit was amazing. Since
we learned how Satan confronts us to try to shatter our faith, let’s focus the
remainder of this lesson on how the Lord Jesus strengthens us by calling on us
to share our faith.

First, observe the call Jesus issued to His Disciples (v. 19). Christ was walking the

shoreline of the Sea of Galilee. This was a busy place with people everywhere.
|
Copyright 2008° Jerry Vines Ministries. All rights reserved. No portion may be altered or copied without written permission.
uwexrviis For more information about this and other teaching and growth resources, contact www.jerryvines.com



MATTHEW 4 Page 4 of 5
X

Fishermen were pursuing their work while local merchants set up booths to
sell their goods. It was the equivalent of a modern-day mall. Jesus observed two

Reflection Connection

Ifit is not wrong per se to fulfill brothers—Simon Peter and Andrew—casting nets (v. 18). Later He would
our physical needs, how do we observe another fishing partnership between two brothers and their father (v.
know when it would not be in 21).

Gods will to do so? Suppose you
could see Satan. Describe him
in detail.

Jesus calls to Simon and Andrew, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”
(v. 19). Note, that these men were weak men. Not weak in physical strength.
Instead they were weak in character, emotional stability and intellectual
shrewdness. Weakness, however, does not disbar us from being considered for
God’s servants. Paul mentioned that God “hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which are

mighty” (1 Corinthians 1:27). Know that

God can use you if you will simply surrender ]he OneS
yourself to Him.

Not only were the men Jesus called weak men, ] eSI/lS Called
they were also working men, which called for t 0 fb l l OW

extraordinary physical qualities. Jesus found

Simon Peter and Andrew “casting a net” (v. 4

18) while the sons of Zebedee were “mending” d} 2er H m
theirs (v. 21). Since the Garden of Eden and

before sin entered the human race, God has wer e we&ll(

expected us to work (Genesis 2:8). Jesus calls
those who are busy similar to the way he called mier.

these busy fishermen.

- - Note again, that the ones Jesus called to follow after Him were weak men,
Reflection Connection working men and finally, they were willing men. This is the most crucial of
Where is the most likely place all. Why? Because you can be endowed by God with the greatest of gifts and
to find unchurched people in abilities but not be willing to be used. You can be a very active person, a virtual
your neighborhood? Does your workaholic, but working only for your own selfish gain. You must be willing to
church have an outreach min- serve where He calls you to go.“Follow me,” we hear Jesus say. Are you willing?
istry to win people to Christ? It's such an honor to serve Jesus. It's the greatest call that can come to any
Does your class? How could you person—"Follow me,” says our Lord.
start one? Describe it. Second, let’s observe the challenge Jesus offered His Disciples (v. 19). Christ

promised the disciples that if they were willing to follow Him, “I will make you
fishers of men”. Already they were fishers of fish. Now the challenge was to a
higher level, a new dimension. How interesting that Jesus met these men where
they were, speaking the language these men knew. But that’s how Jesus works.
He meets us not half-way or part of the way. Jesus stoops down to where we
are and calls us and challenges us to be who and what he wants.

Being a fisherman is a beautiful picture of winning the unsaved to Jesus
Christ. Several parallels present themselves. First, it takes patience to fish. My
grandfather and I used to go fishing. He would swing by the house and pick me
up. I can hear his horn blowing now—at 4:30 in the morning! We would go
early and stay late. Similarly, it takes patience to be a soul winner—to fish for
the souls of men and women. We must pray early and pray long. Even when a
person does not seem interested, we must not assume he never will be, anymore
than we would assume a fish would not sooner or later desire a juicy piece of
bait.

|
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Golden Greek
Nugget

“Tempted” is a word
translated from the Greek
peirazo and it literally
meant “to test” or “to try”.
Often it was employed
in the sense of testing
metals or even gold
in the fire. It was used
originally for either good
purposes or bad ones.
For example, testing one’s
physical strength would
be considered a good
usage. On the other hand,
to test one so as to entrap
them into performing
an evil act would be a
counter example. In the
New Testament, the term
is often, as in this chapter,
employed in the bad sense:
the devil tempts us to do
an evil act.

Also, to fish it takes some skills; and, at times, developed skills. Granddaddy always
knew where the right fishing hole was. I learned the good holes by watching him
and learning from him. Too many times we associate only with Church people. Now
that is a good thing—if you want to have a fish fry. But if you want to win people
to Christ—fish for lost souls—you need to go where the fish are and that is not
the Church. All of you have friends at work, at school, at the golf course, in your
neighborhood, etc. that need the Gospel.

To fish well, it takes cooperation. When I first started going fishing with Granddaddy,
I did not do much fishing. I did do a lot of baiting and other little tasks. I learned
first by watching. Some of you may fear witnessing. Do not allow that to hinder you.
Instead go with an experienced witness—a fisherman of souls—and learn how to
present the Gospel smoothly and successfully.

Finally, you must keep yourself out of sight to be a good fisherman. If the fish see you
or you get too close, off they go. Similarly, if you witness well, you must take special
precautions to keep yourself completely out of the way. This may be the greatest
hindrance to effective soul winning so please note this: Ultimately, the Lord Jesus is
the soul winner. It’s up to Him through the Holy Spirit and the Gospel message
to catch the person to whom you speak. The more you can stay in the background
out of sight, the better. This is particularly comforting to us; we do not have to
succeed! Jesus does! We succeed when we give them the Good News. And, what a
thrill when we see somebody won to the Kingdom of God. I can tell you, it is much
better than catching a fish!

Third, let’s observe the commitment Jesus demanded from His Disciples (v. 20).
Once the Disciples heard the call of Jesus to them and the challenge Jesus issued for
them, it was time to get down to real business. And, they wasted no time is doing so:
“And they straightway left their nets, and followed Him” (v. 20) This was a chance of
a lifetime and they were not about to pass it up.

It could not have been an easy thing to do though it surely looks like it because it
happened without the least bit of hesitation. Wouldn't it be great if, when people
remember us, they recall never seeing us besitate in following Jesus?

These men had to leave their established work, their nets, their ship and so much
more behind. Fishing was a lucrative business. Had they stayed with it, a nice, easy
life would have been waiting. Is there a cost in following Jesus? Yes. But no one who
ever followed Jesus regretted it. To the one who truly follows Christ, there are times
when it appears Jesus comes before work and even family. The fact is, He does.

Always.

=
Wrap Up

We have come a long way in this study. We began in the desert with the Devil.
We ended up sharing our Savior. In the desert we learned how to cope with
temptation, pain, suffering, spiritual fatigue and loneliness. Here, we have
learned how to fish for the souls of men, women, boys and girls. Back there, we
thought our desert experience would never end. Here, we hope our fishing trip
never ends! God has a magnificent way of working just the right things in our
Ufe at just the right time. Commit yourself to Jesus Christ right now to be used in
any way He desires. You will never regret it. 1 promése.
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